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as possible, especially those from the men-of-war, that they may not be detained
or be under the necessity of proceeding further up the river than Admiral
Cornish thinks fit.
13.    In our letter of the  23rd January you  were  acquainted that the
surgeons of each of our ships except that on which the surgeon of the batta-
llion proceeds were to be allowed the usual headmoney for taking care of the
soldiers.   Having since directed the surgeon of the Houghton, on which the
battallion surgeon proceeds, likewise to take care of the soldiers on board that
ship he is also to be paid the same headmoney as the others.
14.    With these ships we also send you the Prince Henry packet on which
are embarked some recruits for our own troops on the Bengal establishment
with military stores and other consignments agreeable to her invoice and bill
of lading.
15.    With respect to the returning home the several ships we gave the
same general directions for your conduct in our letter of the first of November,
to which we have only to add that it is possible our settlements on the West
Coast may be able to afford some  assistance towards loading home a ship
more than the Earl of Holderness and Delawar, but of this you will be best
judges by the intelligence you and the Presidency of Fort St. George shall
receive from thence.   We throw it out rather as a hint to be made use of
according to circumstances than as a direction and shall accordingly depend
upon your making the proper use of it.
16.   You have been already informed that the H ought on was originally
intended to proceed directly for Bombay  but that in order to accomodate
part of the battallion with a passage we were under the necessity of altering that
destination and ordering her to proceed first to Bengal.   As soon, therefore,
as the troops are landed and the cargo consigned to you is delivered, you are to
forward her to the President and Council at Bombay either with a proper cargo
either on the Company's account or on freight or partly one and the other as
shall appear to* be most advantageous to us, taking care to dispatch her in time
for being returned home from that side the same season she arrives in India
and here we must acquaint you that we shall certainly depend upon your
sending by the Houghton to Bombay as considerable a quantity of saltpetre as
she can well carry in order to alleviate the great expense you are continually
putting us to by freighting that article on country ships.
17.    As to the Prince Henry packet she may be either returned to us imme-
diately from either one or other of our settlements, kept in India for a time or
sold for account of the Company any of which methods shall appear to be best
but we would rather have her employed in the service of the West Coast from
yours or Fort St. George Presidency unless it may be necessary to dispatch her
to us without any particular advice.   As this vessal comes first to Bengal you
must upon considering, all circumstances determine upon what may be done
with her and if you are of opinion it may be more to our advantage to send her
to  either  of our   other Presidencys  for  those   purposes  you  are to  do  so
taking care  to   send copy of these  our  directions  along with her for our
guidance  together  with  the  inventory  contract  with  the   crew   and  other
necessary papers.
18.   The Prince Henry during her being employed must be situated^